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The foundatlon fona saddle is the saddletree. It is
|mpOSS|ble o ' uild a _glreat saddle on a poor fitting _ 7
tree. Whed ﬁwﬁ hgrses correctly, the b ” !
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BAR ANGLE AND GULLET WIDTH: !

The cuts at the bottom of the fork and the cantle determine
the bar angle and the gullet width. The angle is laid out on the
back of the fork as such: Let’s say that you are trying to
achieve a 90 degree bar angle, one side is laid out at 45
degrees and the other side is the same. This gives you a total
of 90 degrees or semi-quarter horse. If you want to build it to
have a 93 degree angle or a full-quarter you add 1 %z degrees
to both sides, 46.5 degrees The cantle must follow suit and
match the fork ' -
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What det"etmlnes the bar angle is the skeleton of the horse.
Ahﬁést‘alﬂh'stakes made in this determlnatlon are made
from | Iopkyng at the wrong part of the horse s back. To clarify,
almos’f everwaﬁe looks at the wrth rs at|:y and determme bar
angle and%if dbesn’t work. The loy  the horses
back will eaSIly teH you = =
bar angle but the w1thers
will determine gullet *
width. If your bar angle is
off it will almost aITNays g
_cause more problems for %
the horse in the Iower
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V. IJowmuch freedom of movement in your stirrup leathers and
- fenders. It all starts in the tree.
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BAR ANGLE AND GULLET WIDTH:

For a tree to even be worth building on it must pass several
simple tests. First, the tree must be square. When | say square,
I mean that the fork and cantle must be exactly parallel. Also
the bars must be parallel to each other. | have seen trees that
will set flat on a stone but they will be completely out of square.
Second, when turned over on its’ top, the “horse side” of the
bars must be exactly the same but a mirror image of one
another. The last thing that should be checked is the arch of
the bar. Place the tree on its top and tilt it so that you can see
the bottom spine or the edge of the tree bar from side to side.
In your mind, follow the arch from the front to the back of the
bar noticing if any part of the bar goes to the horse’s side or
the rider’s side. If anything visibly breaks the arch, it is far
enough out that you should not build on this tree. This is
only the beginning of what you should know but it is a very
important start. In my saddle fitting clinics, | have found that
when pointed out in person even the novice horseman can
easily see and understand these mechanical principles. The
common practice of putting a bare tree on your horses back
can be very misleading because if it fits at this stage it will
not fit when completed. Just the thickness of the skirts and
shearling will subtract about %” from the gullet width, not
counting the pads that can easily subtract another 1 '2” to 2”
more.

If you require a lot from your saddle, as | do, then the very

' subtle differences in your saddle become crucial: the shape

of your horn, the height of the cantle, the rigging position, or
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When we spealf qﬂhe'f" ished saddle, we must be aware 4
of the mar\nyl%’ nges in s ’h@pe gnd size that the tree will il |
v/ ;.,l?.e'.subjectp o while being built A good ex#mple of thIS is feft
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SADDLE: '

The most misunderstood principle of saddle functions is |
rigging placement. The saddletree itself dictates where the
rigging should be placed on the finished saddle. If it does

not correctly allgn w_lth the rocker and stirrup leather

notch, the saddle lernot function nearly as well to

achieve proper We|gh§ plaéement of the rider and to keep
‘yqurvs'éddle in plage 6n‘lhe horse s back These things all
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SADDLE FITTING CLINICS
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